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Bitter New Row Over Manchester Book 


Continued from Page 3 
dinarily good and potentially 
great,” but said he was dis- 
turbed by some cuts agreed 
upon by Thomas and John Sie- 
genthaler, one of those who 
read the book for Sen. Kennedy. 

Schlesinger’s reservations, 
said Manchester, were because 
they felt the decision not to use 
this material was an attack “on 
the integrity of contemporary 
history.” 

Manchester insists “that was 
the first I’d known about the 
cuts, since I’d seen the edited 
manuscript ... so the first time 
I got to see them was in June. 
As I’ve said, they seemed to me 
better than they had to Arthur.” 

All this while, he said, noth- 
ing was said “about anything 
personal being objectionable.” 
Following what he claimed was 
Sen. Kennedy’s “written ap- 
proval” came other word from 
Kennedy. 

The Senator was still reserv- 
ing his right to object. “Then 
I began hearing rumors otadis- 
content,” Manchester said, and 
on Aug. 1, 1966, “Arthur went 
to Hyannisport saying he would 
try to get it all cleared up. 

He called back and said 
‘They’re tranquil; they’re com- 
posed’ and I assumed every- 
thing was all right.” 

But it was not all right. 
“Then there started the busi- 
ness of Jackie being against 
serialization. You know, ‘The 
book is ail right, but tire sen- 
sationalism of a magazine is 
what's wrong. 

“Then they suggested that 
I give the . magazine fee to the 
Library and just take a straight 
royalty on the book. That 
seemed to me the strangest 
thing of all. I’d have b een richer I 
that way than any other. I’d 
be getting $1.50 royalty on a $10 
book.” 

In the Newsweek interview, j 
Manchester continued to ex- I 
press his regard for Mrs. Ken- : 
' -'v. “Regardless of what hap- j 


pened,” he said, “for four cru- 
cial days . . . this woman behaved 
superbly. 

Manchester was more bitter 
about Sen. Kennedy and Presi- 
dent Johnson. It was the rela- 
tionship between the two politi- 
cal figures winch has caused 
the greatest furor. Even the au- 
thor was aparently aware that 
he had been painting political 
caricatures, and, the Times re- 
ports, he wrote a letter to Mrs. 
Kennedy admitting this. He is j 
said to have written: 

“Though I tried desperately 
to suppress my bias against a 
certain eminent statesman who 
always reminded me of some- 
one in a grade D movie of The 
Late Show, the pre j udiee showed 
through. This was cheap of me, 
tout I suppose -there is a little 
meanness in all of us.” 

Goodwin also charged that 
Manchester "refused to make 
changes in the interests of ac- 
curacy. He continually promised 
to make the personal changes re- 
quested by Mrs. Kennedy. In 
fact, at one point, the publisher 
said he would not publish the 
book unless these changes were 

“It was failure to make these 
person changes, and for that 
reason only,” Goodwin insists, 
“that legal action was finally 
brought.” 

Two others who read the 
manuscript for the Kennedy 
family joined in decrying Man- 
chester’s actions. Ed Guth- 
man, now National Editor of 
the Los Angeles Times, told the 
New York Post: 

“I wasd eeply distressed that 
the personal changes Mrs. Ken- 
nedy requested were not made 
until after she was forced to go 
to court. As I look back now, 
over all that has happened, I 
feel that she and Sen. Kennedy, 
and all of us, were terribly mis- 
led.” 

Siegenthaler said, "I have 
nothing to add to Goodwin’s 
rather well.” But he said that 
the Newsweek article “as read 
statement. I think he tells it 
to me has very many inaccur- 


acies, so far as my knowledge 
is concerned.” 

He would not specify these 
inaccuracies, but Manchester 
did in the Times and Newsweek 
interviews, give varying ac- 
counts of Sen. Kennedy. In the 
Times, he talks about a meeting 
at Kennedy’s Washington of- 
fice: 

“Bobby lost his temper. At 
one point, he accused me of 
shouting at him when I hadn’t 
raised my voice. This is an old 
courtroom lawyer’s trick. Then 
he demanded that I ’shred and 
emasculate’ the mansuscript. He 
even asked if I would join in 
a suit against Look.” 

And in Newsweek, Manches- 
ter describes how. he went to 
Kennedy’s Hickory Hill home in 
Virginia last fall “It was my 
last meeting with Boblby," he 
reports. “It was chilly, but Bob- 
by being Bobby, he had to put 
on bathing trunks and go swim- 
ming. He would ask me a ques- 
tion, then duck underwater and 
I would wait for him to surface 
in the pool before answering. 

“His head was underwater 
most of the time.” (In the Times, 
Manchester recalls they were 
swimming together: “Bobby 

would say something, and then 
he’d duck under water. I’d turn 
to answer him and . he’d be gone. 
I’d start to say something, and 
he’d pop up behind me, his hair 
streaming over his face, and 
he’d ask another Question.”) 
Advised to File Suit 

The important part of this 
meeting, said Manchester was 
that “Bobby told me Ted Soren- 
sen had advised him to file suit 
because of his own political 
future. 

“But putting Jackie on the 
stand would be intolerable and j 
he himself could only lose poli- 
tically. So would I consider the ! 
personal changes which Dick 
Goodwin was then making in ! 
Look and I said I would. This 
was a very friendly meeting. I 
had supper with Ethel, Bobby 
and the children and we watched 
the children.” 


Manchsiter was distressed, 
when he talked with the Times, jj 
about the way he said he had | 
been treated. He talks about I 
the tapes of his 10-hours of in- | 
terviews with Mrs. Kennedy, I 
and says they are now in a ; 
safe deposit box. Ho has one ; 
key to the box, he says, and ■ 
rhe other is heid by Mrs. Ken- ! 
r.edy’s attorney, former Federal ; 
Judge Rifkind. 

“This is humiliating,” Man- ; 
Chester is quoted as saying. | 
“Am I pervert? Have I be- < 
longed to any disloyal organiza- < 
tion? The Kennedys entrusted. ! 
me with all kinds of confiden- j 
ces, and I never violated them, j 
but new I’m suspect.” 



